Chesapeake Bay Streamside Forest Buffers – Landowner Testimonials
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Why streamside (riparian) forest buffer?
“I want to drink good water, and I want to see people down the stream drink good water… We’re proud of our water in West Virginia… I want people who come to the farm to say, ‘Hey, these guys are doing it right.’ ” Elwood Williams, West Virginia dairy farmer.
Stream fencing, riparian forest buffers and livestock operations

“We used the soil and water programs to help us put in watering stations throughout the farm so we could rotate our livestock. Because of the way we constructed the fences it is much easier to get our cows into the barnyard now.” Charles Horn, Virginia dairy farmer.

“We used to use the river to water our cattle, but the Farm Bill programs helped us put secure water in every field we graze. The CREP program actually changed us from a continuous grazing farm to a rotational grazing farm. We move livestock every day to fresh pasture,” said Cliff Miller, a Virginia cattleman.

“My farms produce cattle, grain, hay, nursery stock, clean water, and wildlife. And they make more money now per acre than when they had feedlots and polluted runoff,” said Scott Plein, a Virginia cattleman.

“Abundant clean water is essential for the health of cattle. Lepto, E. coli, and mastitis are the main health problems with cattle drinking dirty water,” said Dr. John Wise, a Virginia veterinarian and beef cattle producer who fenced cattle out of all his farm ponds and streams.
Stewardship and farm income

“It’s helped me out a lot. I hate to say it, but money wise it’s helped me also by being here by myself trying to manage everything.” Anne Bowers, a Maryland farmer.
Wildlife
“More dragonflies than I’ve ever seen, and the good thing about dragonflies is they eat mosquitos,” said Phil Young, Maryland farm landowner.
Landowners note increased ducks, fox, quail, turkey, pheasants, geese and other wildlife.

Keeping Traditions, Legacy and Heritage Alive
“We humans can bring back this river just like we humans brought back the bluebird. When humans are causing the problem like this polluted river, we humans should be willing to fix it,” said Dale Powers, Virginia cattleman.
“I basically love this land to be honest with you and who else but us to take care of it,” said Phil Young.
“Using CREP, farmers are conserving land, protecting water supplies, and improving natural habitat, and in John Davis’ case, it’s helping keep a three-generation tradition alive to a fourth. ‘The first thing I’m going to do when one of these trees gets big enough,’ Davis says, ‘is put a new tier swing up. I think my dad would have liked that, and I know my grandchildren will.’ ”
Why Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)?
Each of the Chesapeake Bay states has a CREP. This is a voluntary incentive program that combines state and federal incentives to provide cost share assistance, 10-15 years of annual rental payments, and other incentives for restoration of riparian forest buffers and other practices. 
“I look at [CREP] as an insurance policy… in a real dry year, we know we’re going to have some money coming in.” Kevin Leaverton, Maryland dairy farmer

“Farmers take their role as stewards of the land and water very seriously. But they have to take their role as businesspeople and providers for their families into account too. CREP helps me do both.” John Davis, New York 

Sources/For more information:

“Keeping Traditions Alive – CREP Helps Farm Family Care for its Land and Water” (2004) http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/SoilWater/crep/forms/KeepingTraditionsAlive.pdf 

“Scott C Plein, owner of three farms in the Shenandoah Valley”

“Dr. John Wise, legendary large animal vet in the Shenandoah Valley”

“Dale Powers – one of the first riparian easements in Virginia”

“Cliff Miller – Beef Cattle Farmer in the Rappahannock Watershed”

www.gettingmoreontheground.com 
Maryland
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9tLzi4hSiv4  
West Virginia Misty Mountain Farms video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1NIz6OGDAs 
