Economics of Buffers & Horse Farms

_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Save Money, Reduce Risks & Promote Horse Safety & Welfare: 

Keeping horses out of streams saves money and can reduce risk of lameness: Jeremy ‘Cotton’ Eavers of Eavers Horseshoeing has some key advice for horse owners, “Keep your horses out of streams and muddy places and you will save a lot of money”.. “Horse hooves are like paper plates. If you leave them in water too long the tissue becomes soft and they crack, which creates openings for infection. It also makes it very easy to lose shoes.”… Eavers notes that prolonged exposure to wet conditions can cause lameness in horses and is the leading cause for horses losing their shoes. ‘Horse owners can save themselves a lot of money and save their farrier a lot of time by keeping their animals out of wet areas,’ he stresses. ‘It will also improve the health of our streams.’ ”

Safe water source for horse health: Runoff from manure can contain harmful pathogens and parasites. These pollutants make the water in streams unsafe for horses to drink. USDA FSA may provide valuable cost share assistance for fencing streams and providing alternative water.
Fencing horses out of streams and off of steep banks protects health: Horses can gravely injure themselves seeking drinking water from streams, particularly when banks are steep, rocky, slippery or unstable. 
Good buffer design can ensure species composition that avoids toxicity to horses: Despite the common perception that horses avoid toxic plants, poisoning from ingestion of toxic plants is a serious concern for pasture management, including plants bordering streams. Installation of a forested riparian buffer is an excellent opportunity to work with NRCS and your conservation district to install a horse-friendly buffer that not only provides shade, cleaner water, and better bank stability, it also does not contain plants that are toxic to horses.

Horse Farm Benefits of Riparian Forest Buffers and Trees:
Riparian buffers and fencing improve stream health and help protect farmland from erosion: Tree roots help stabilize stream banks, help promote cooler, healthier, shallower, more stable streams, and help prevent erosion. 

Possible insect/fly control benefits: Some species of birds and bats that prey on flies, mosquitos and other pests benefit from restoration of streamside forest buffers. Horse manure can contain parasites and act as a breeding ground for flies and other pests. Birds and bats can help control these insect pests. 
Additional Income Opportunities:
· Agroforestry

· Fishing leases

· Nutrient trading (depending upon requirements in your state)

Sources:

www.thehorse.com 

https://www.aspca.org/pet-care/animal-poison-control/horse-plant-list 
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