Riparian Forest Buffers & Fencing, Water Development and Stream Crossing 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) can provide livestock producers financial assistance to enhance both the natural resources on their property and improve their livestock operations. By enrolling a streamside forest buffer into CREP, producers become eligible for financial and technical assistance to fence out livestock from the area adjacent to the stream. This area can range from 35 to 300 feet from the streambank into the floodplain, depending upon the terms of the CREP in your state and the conservation needs on your property. The CREP can also provide financial and technical assistance to develop off-stream water sources and build needed stream crossings, as needed, to facilitate the movement of livestock and equipment across the stream. The mix, design and cost of these structural components vary depending upon the needs of each particular farm. This “fact sheet” just provides a general overview. To find out more about what this would mean on your property, please contact your county FSA, NRCS or soil and water conservation district office.
Fencing

Excluding livestock from your streams will improve livestock health and increase weight gain. A NRCS conservationist will work with you to develop a conservation plan informed by your livestock operation to establish a fence that best meets your needs.  When selecting fencing options, they will consider:

· Type of livestock

· Your current and/or future grazing plans – rotation system, existing fencing, etc.

· Frequency and intensity of flood events and/or possible ice scouring

· Labor requirements 

· Other relevant needs

Each State sets its own fencing rate or rates for cost share caps. For example, although producers can choose from a variety of fencing options, Virginia has one fencing rate for cost share. The following table provides on overview of typical fencing types and some rough estimates of actual costs. Note: costs may vary in your area.

Fencing Table

	Fence Type 
	Cost 
	Comments

	Woven wire fence
	$3.00 to $5.00/ft
	Higher maintenance costs

Can be problematic near frequently flooded streams

	High-tensile non-electric wire fence
	$1.50 to $2.50/ft
	

	Barbed wire fence
	$2.50 to $4.00/ft
	Higher maintenance costs

	High-tensile electrified wire fence
	$1.00 to $2.00/ft
	

	Electrified polywire fence 
	< $1.00/ft
	Easy to install, but for indoor use

Generally not cost-shared under CREP


Fencing installation costs may vary significantly due to terrain (higher on steep slopes), rockiness of soils, length of fencing, type of fencing, etc.
Water development (wells, pipelines, tanks)

Quality, dependable, and strategically located water supplies are critical for any livestock operation. Quality water improves herd health and can increase weight gain by five to ten percent. Off-stream water provided by CREP can be a significant asset to your operation. Strategically locating alternative watering sources can increase pasture utilization and possibly permit a more intensive grazing plan.  

	Water needs per day

	Beef cows
	6-18 gallons/day

	Dairy
	10-30 gallons/day

	Sheep/Goats
	1-4 gallons/day

	Horses
	8-12 gallons/day


A NRCS conservationist will work with you on a plan for developing dependable and strategically located water sources funded by the CREP.  Factors influencing water development include:

· Current and future livestock numbers and periods of use. Late fall use may require deeper buried pipelines.

· Your current and proposed grazing management plans.  

· Location of existing wells, pipelines, springs, etc.

· Dependability (e.g., volume, quality of existing water supplies, etc.)

· Location of power sources (e.g., can gravity flow be used?)

· Soils, geology and other natural features

CREP may provide cost share assistance with:

· Spring developments

· Wells

· Pipelines and hydrants

· Tanks or troughs

· Fencing and gravel around the stockwater tanks or troughs

Stream crossing

Excluding livestock by fencing a large section of stream could have a major impact in moving livestock across the stream to graze.  In certain locations a stream crossing may be needed.  A stream crossing is a controlled access point that can be used to move livestock and/or equipment across a stream without causing erosion or other water quality concerns.  Stream crossing design is very dependant on the site.  Work with your conservation planner to figure out if a stream crossing is needed and the best design that fits your needs.

